CANADA
in 1931. The present estimates approach 12,000,000. This
population is scattered in a thin fringe along the waterways
and trans-continental railways across a territory wider than
Europe. Four-fifths of the people live within 200 miles of
the American frontier. Some 700 miles separate the centres
of population in the Atlantic provinces from those of central
Canada, 900 miles of rock and water separate central Ontario
from the prairies, 400 miles of mountain divide the Pacific
Coast from the prairies.
Race further divides the population, religious distinctions
largely coincide with those of race: both in a measure coin-
cide with the sectionalism of geography and economic re-
sources. Quebec, northern New Brunswick, and north-
eastern Ontario are largely -French and Catholic. Ontario,
British Columbia, and Nova Scotia are predominantly Anglo-
Saxon and Protestant. The three prairie provinces are less
than half Anglo-Saxon, and there are significant groups of
Germans, Scandinavians, and Slavs.
The Scandinavian and the older German populations
quickly assimilate and have played an admirable part in
Canadian life. The Slavs, particularly the Ukrainians, have
been settled in 'blocs' within the last two generations and
as yet form definite racial groups in the population. Assimi-
lation to the Canadian mode of life is proceeding, and his-
torically, whatever the future may hold, relations between
older Canadians and 'New Canadians' have not yet raised
very serious problems. Canadians of every race are repre-
sented in the divisions overseas. In the Royal Canadian
Regiment, the senior regular regiment, for example, about
one-quarter are French-Canadians, and the Intelligence sec-
tion commands the use of 16 languages.1
Almost a quarter of the Canadians were born outside
Canada. For other Canadians, Canada has been a half-way
1 The Hon. Vincent Massey, High Commissioner in London, recently
quoted Stephen Leacock's comment on New Canadians: 'Leave them
alone and pretty soon the Ukrainians will think they won the Battle of
Trafalgar.'